
A games-based 
approach to learning 

Futures learn and play sessions support young 
people to develop their skills and confidence 
in golf. Futures Coaches use a games-based 
approach to coaching, rather than a strict focus 
on technique and instruction.   

Playing games is fun but it is also about learning 
too. We want young people to enjoy golf, be 
motivated to learn, and to keep improving. This 
will help them to be lifelong lovers of the game 
and to reach their level of aspiration.  

What young people say:  

The Benefits
Playing games that have a scoring element 
motivates young people to do better. It provides 
opportunities for players to explore and ask 
questions of themselves, their peers or the coach. 
Games help to create situations that are more 
like playing golf on course than just hitting balls 
on the range. Using games helps young people 
with not only their golf skill but other important 
skills too like problem solving, decision-making, 
teamwork and communication.   Games aren’t just for those new to golf but 

also for those who are aspiring. 
“Games based learning has a role to play in 
skill development not just for those new to golf 
to make learning fun, but also for those wishing 
to master their game. In the National Talent 
Development Programme we use and encourage 
players who aspire to be the best they can, 
to use games. A good game is challenging to 
encourage decision making, it is engaging, it's 
variable as we don’t often repeat shots in golf 
and is realistic to the context of golf.” 
- National Performance Coach. 

It is boring standing and hitting balls.  
“The coach that I have, we have to hit the balls 
all the time, and when you are just standing 
there hitting balls all the time it just gets boring 
after a while. I would want to play a few holes, 
or practice chipping and putting, not just stand 
there hitting the balls.”
- Player, aged 13. 

Games provide a good challenge and give 
us more real-life practice.  
“It gives you more real situations. It's very easy 
to hit a ball on the range because there are no 
obstacles in your way. It’s fun with my friends, 
and it can be quite challenging especially being 
in the bunker or in the rough.”
- Player, aged 12. 

Learning through playing games is fun.  
“I like to do a chipping game where I chip a 
few golf balls onto a green and try to two putt 
them. I also like to do a putting game with my 
friends. We use two golf balls and do the one 
that gets closest to the hole. It’s quite fun to play.” 
- Player, aged 11. 

We like the variety of  games-based  
learning. 
“Our coaching sessions have games which 
we do first and then we go out and play three 
holes. Some would be shorter so you could work 
on your shorter game, and some would be off the 
tees. It’s good variety.” 
- Player, aged 13.  

What coaches say: 
Games based learning is more than just 
learning golf skills. 
“Game based learning increases the enjoyment 
and engagement in skill acquisition for young 
people. Rather than traditional instructional line 
up drills players learn new skills and decision 
making through play that is inclusive and 
relevant to the real scenarios they will encounter 
therefore learning “HOW” to play. Games provide 
a sense of immediate feedback, overcoming 
a challenge and accomplishment when they 
succeed.”   
- PGA Pro 

It’s fun for the players and the coach! 
“I think game base learning is great because it’s 
fun for the players and for the coach. Coaching 
golf through games is easy and an effective way 
to help the young players develop their skills so 
that they can enjoy being out playing golf on 
course.”  
- Parent volunteer Futures Coach  


